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POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


Tar Marwdr Gazette, of the 28th August, publishes a notifi- 
cation recently issued by the Government of Marwar ruling 
that, in supersession of previous orders, accordin g to which 
murder was punished with imprisonment for life, the crime 
will henceforward make the person committing it liable to death, 
and the escheat of his lands and tenements ; while the person 
giving refuge or protection to such offender, or anyhow as- 
sisting in his rescue, will be obnoxious to punishment without 
any regard to his rank or position. For some years past, the 
Maharajah, through his merciful disposition, had commuted 
the extreme penalty of the law into imprisonment for life; but 
finding from experience that the latter punishment is thought 
- lightly of by bad characters, and several cases of murder having 
recently happened, the most serious among them being the 
massacre of an officer of the State named Vyas Dhunroop 
Mull by a postman, he has been led to see the necessity of 
adopting a rigorous policy i in order to check a recurrence of 
such cases, 


The Agra Akhbér, of the 30th Anema. has an paren on 
legislation. . It'is remarked. that the present is an age of laws, 
The members of the:Legislative Council are always thinking 
of i inventing ‘new acts and ‘amending or: repealing others, being 
appointed for this: very purpose. New acts and regulations 
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are made year by year, and we no sooner begin to have some 
acquaintance with one act than another is substituted in its 
place. It will not be strange if the new acts be an improve- 
ment on the old ones—it being a general rule that the second 
attempt is better than the first. But withal multiplicity of 
laws and a frequent change in them serve only to confuse jus- 
tice, while intricacy and ambiguity of language, which is now 
a conspicuous feature in most of them, puzzle the public.. The 
object of laws. is the administration of justice, and this can- 
not be well served unless they be simple and their language 
so clear and concise as to be easily understood by all, instead 
of being, as is now the case, so difficult and obscure as to be 
intelligible only to public officers and men of a legal profes- 
sion, nay, sometimes a mystery to them even. Take the In- 
dian Penal Code for an example. In many places in it the 
heads of an offence are so multifarious as to make it difficult 
to decide under which head to treat any particular case, and 
for this reason it often happens that criminals convicted by 
subordinate courts are acquitted by a court of appeal by the 
application of a wrong Section (vide a remark to the same 
effect at p. 334, para. 1, of the Selections for the week ending 
8th September last). In fact, if the present state of things 
be compared with the past, it will be found that not only were 
fewer cases lodged in courts in former times, but a greater 
majority of them were justly decided. At present, it is quite 
otherwise. When a person kills another, he finds a thousand 
pleas to produce in his‘defence ; while the lawyers on his side 
try as much as possible to secure his acquittal, either by prov- 
ing that he is insane, or that he committed the offence in a 
state of intoxication, or else by so shifting the circumstances 
of the case as to make it appear that he did not wilfully com- 
mit the murder. §o also no few deeds of sale and mortgage, 
bonds and other documents, are rejected by the court either 
on the plea of having been executed on a stamp paper of in- 
sufficient value or because of their being unregistered, or not 

produced within the legal limitation “term, ahd the result is 
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that persons.in whose favour. they were executed, not only lose 
their money but have to pay costs besides, be it any how it may, 
whether by the sale of their prop “7, or otherwise. Excellent 
justice indeed| 
The writer goes on to confirm the truth of his satis 
and to prove the necessity of simplifying the existing laws by 
a reference to the Bible, remarking that as the present rulers 
of India are English, an allusion to their own holy book will 
be most apposite. It is manifest from the Bible that God 
thought it inadvisable to lay down many laws—not improbably 
thinking that they would be liable to be broken, and gave 
only ten commandments to Moses, in order that he might 
fully explain them to the people. In the same sacred book, it 
is laid down that murder should be requited by death, with- 
out any condition for forgiving the offence in cases of insanity 
or drunkenness. Then again, according to. it a debtor cannot 
obtain freedom until he has paid the last farthing of his debt; 
and no mention is’ made in it of stamp or registration fees. 
Similar dictates are laid down in books of other religions. : 


The same paper publishes, with approval, the speech deli- 
vered by a native of India (Harish Chandra Chinta Mun) in 
an assembly in London, which runs thus :— 


“ Through superior enlightenment, the views of the people 
of England are so liberal, and their disposition has reached such 
perfection, that they esteem popular opinion as the basis of 
povernment, Is the same (we ask) the case with the English 
in India? . Not at all. The English officers there do not act 
in a really Christian way. They behave towards Natives in 
such.a way as to make the latter understand that Europeans 
regard them as their slaves, hear them with indifference, and. 
think lightly of their opinions. Under such circumstances, 
how is it possible'for .Natives clearly to express their views. 
Their rulers taunt.and mock them, nay, in some countries, the 
people are treated in suich a manner as if they were culprits ; 
‘and thejr words are deemed as unworthy of regard. The poor 
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among the Natives are —- — and die famnoticed and 
uncared: for.” 


‘The Akmal-ul-Ahhbér, of the samé date,’ in ‘its: column of 
local news, reports the following cases of theft 1 in the city :— 


(a) In Koocha Ghasee Ram thieves énitered the house of a 
mahajun, and carried away Rs. 275 worth of ornaments out 
of his box. The kotwal went to the spot to make inquiries ; 


searched the persons of some bricklayers on ee but found 
nothing. 


ae burglary was committed near the house of Bukhshee 
Bhawanee Shankar ; but fortunately nothing was lost, in con- 
sequence of the household being awakened by the noise. Three 
or four persons have been seized on suspicion. 


(c) In Deputy Gunje Serat, a resaldar, who had come from 
Saugor and put up there, was robbed by the inn-keepers of a 
sum of Rs. 750, which he had brought for purchasing horses. 
The Deputy Inspector of Police, on searching the houses of the 
latter, found Rs. 600 buried behind an oven. Persons concerned 
in the theft have been arrested. 


The Akhbér-i-Alam, of the 31st August, notices the preval- 
enceof fever and ague in the city of Meerut. Persons who are 
attacked by the disease often die after labouring under it for a 


‘week or so. Cholera has also made its appearance. Within 
one week several persons were attacked by it. 


The Mujid-i-Am, of the 1st September, desiws the attention 
of the Government of India to the evils.consequent on the sale 
of madak (a preparation of opium for smoking) in cities and 
towns, and points out the necessity of putting a stop to the abuse 
by prohibiting the sale of the drug. It is remarked that 
persons who are in the habit of usin g the drug are scarce- 
dy less dangerous than gamblers.. They lead an idle and 
dissolute life, and ultimately contract all kinds of - vices, and 
perpetrate theft, robbery, and other crimes. The writer sup 

ports his statement by alluding to the case of robbery which — 
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recently apposed in: Sibi in the district of Tirhoot,.on 
the 4th: ultimoi, The. particulars, were these :—A. person, took 
a snrentag nen “Rs.'200, to the bazaar to have it/ changed, 
but for some reason failing in his: object retraced his steps 
homewards. His way lay past a madak: shop, on: nearing 
which he was asked by the company’ at.the shop where he ‘had 
been.and what had brought him to the market. The poor 
fellow was so simpleas to repeat the whole story of. his briag- 
ing a currency note ta change and returning disappointed. At 
this three or four :persons of the company followed. him. un- 
seen, and on reaching a: garden at a'short distance. from . the 
shop beat him, and made off with the note. -(Vide.an article 
on the same subject at p. 390, para. 1, of the Selections for dinar 
week ending 16th October last.) : 


The Allygurh: Institute Gazette, of the same. eereren a 
long communicated article, in: which the writer deplores the 
fallen state of: India.in the. production of articles of workman~ 
ship. The writer: confines his remarks to the manufacture of 
cloth, and regrets that European cloth should have so far 
eclipsed the fame of Hindoostanee fabrics as almost to destroy 
the trade of the country i in them, and, consequently, to make 
It so much the poorer. With the exception of three places 
which will be presently noticed, almost all others have suffér- 
ed a sad decline i in the manufacture and trade of cloth: Leav- 
ing out all other examples, the town of Tanda, in the Province 
of Oudh, may be mentioned here as a remarkable instance to 
iihitrats to what extent India has’ suffered by the import of 
European cloths:: Under the Native rule, the manufacture 
of cloths of: al kinds in’ that town and the villages around 
‘was on sucha large scale, and its export to-distant places 
‘Was. SO great, that. the’ duty on them paid into the royal 
treasury | amounted to twenty-five lakhs of rupecs. All this 
‘happy ‘state of things has now ceased to exist. Cashmere, 
Benarés,-and Dacea, have alone kept up their position to some 
degres—Rurepeai mantfactures having failed to lower their 
- market. | Cashinere ‘still carries on .an extensive’ trade ‘in 
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woollen fabrics, which are prized all through the world ; while 
the cotton cloths of Dacca, and the silk and-embroidery of Be 
nares, still command a wide scale. The fineness and superi. 
ority of the Dacca cloth may be imagined by the fact that, at 
one time, a Commissioner of the place had a piece of muslin 
made for presenting at the London Exhibition. This was 
nineteen yards long by one and a quarter yard broad, and 
was sent enclosed in a tube about three quarters of a span in 
length, and. one inch in diameter. As might be expected, this 
curious sample of workmanship astonished Europeans, who 
with one mind confessed that no country could make its like, 
Similarly, many other productions of the different places in 
India are famous in their way, and. are sent by Europeans to 
their native country as curiosities. 


In summing up the statement, the writer expresses his 
regret that Government should have failed to adopt measures 
for improving the manufactures and workmanships of India, 
which would tend to promote its wealth and prosperity. © 


_ The Lawrence Gazette, of the same date, refers to the 
outbreak in the Bareilly jail, caused by the order passed 
by Dr. Eades, the Officiating Superintendent of the jail, 
causing the Brahman prisoners to be stripped of their sacred 
threads. The editor considers the order to be a most injudicious 
one, and an interference with a religious custom, and is of 
opinion that Government should remove the Officiating Super- 
intendent from the scene of his duties in order to quiet the 
disturbance. a 


The same ‘paper learns from the Indian Mirror, that the 
attorneys of the High Court at Calcutta having been ordered 
to furnish a security of Rs. 2,000 each, in order to obtain a 
certificate of appointment, preferred a: petition to be permitted 
to furnish: the security in property, but in vain, and were 
removed from their office. ‘The editor condemns the course, and 
thinks, it improper that security in’ property should not. have 
been. ‘accepted, | Security is meant, simply to ensure trust, and 
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accordingly ‘it is the Sarne thing, whether it be received in’ the 
shape of property or in money. The editor thinks the bomen 
should be aménded. . 


In another article, the*same paper notices the order. passed 
by the Inspector-General of Police, North-Western Provinces, 
under the sanction of the Lieutenant-Governor, to Superinten- 
dents of Police, to the effect that all released prisoners who 
may be sent to them by Superintendents of jails with a war- 
rant of release, should be conducted to their homes under ‘the 
escort of a police employé, or, in case of their being inhabi- 
tants of a village, made over to the lumberdar; and that a 
report should then be made by them to the Magistrate of the 
district, stating the name of the prisoner, the dates of his 
release and reaching home, after which the warrant should be 
returned to the Superintendent of jail. The Police Superin- 
tendents will also examine the account of costs incurred in 
prisoner’s diet during the time of their confinement. 


The Lawrence Gazette approves of the order, and thinks 


it will produce good results, and should be put in force ee 
out British India. 


The Samay Vinod, of the same date, notices the injury done 
to the district of Saharunpore by the recent heavy raips. About 
one thousand houses were destroyed, while cotton crops suf- 
fered much damage. 


The Akhbér-i-Anjuman-i-Panjab, of the 1st September, and 
the Punjabt-Akhbdr and Koh-t-Nur of the 2nd idem, publish an 
account of the death of Moonshee Jaishee Ram, the Officiating 
Judge of the Small Cause Court, Lahore. The virtues of the 
deceased gentleman, his kindness and admirable character in 
private life, his loyalty to Government, and his abilities and 
accomplishment as a public officer, are eloquently descrihed, as 
well as the general. grief and gloom produced by his unmerited 
death. As: the Moonshee has lost his life in the cause of the 
public service, and his long and ‘meritorious ‘services, had hé 
hiyed, woud have entitled him to a pension, the editors of the 
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Koh-iNir ‘and the Akhbér-t~Anjuman+-Punjab, join in recom: 
mending: strongly that Government: should be moved; ont of 
that mercy and justice which so eminently characterize it, 
to assign the same, as a special case, to the Moonshee’s widow 
and children, as it bas been pleased, to do in numerous similar 
instances. 


‘In noticing the ne incident of the Miotihsi s death, and 
the cireumstances.attending it, the Koh~i-Niur and the Punjabi 
Akhbér ‘set prominently forward the fact of the murderer being 
a Kuka, and take this occasion again to remind Government 
that it is high time for it to adopt vigorous measures for keep- 
ing the Kuka tribe under ‘proper restraint, ‘and to call the 
leader of the tribe:(Ram ‘Sing) to strict-account. ““'There no 
longer remains a doubt,” says the Koh-1-Nur, “that the pride 
and haughtiness of the Kukas have now reached their Zenith. 
They neither fear God nor the Government. Formerly they 
were only in-the habit of stirring ‘up strifes and contentions in 
different shapes, but now they have gone so far as to aspire at 
oppression and bloodshed, nay more, the murder’ of public 
officers. An insignificant man of the tribe has been led from a 
petty cause.of offence (the passing of a decree for a small amount 
of twenty or twenty-five rupees against him) to.murder.a high 
and respectable Native officer ; who knowsif similar foul murders 
or schemes of carnage may be attempted in future. We have 


often warned the authorities against this tribe, and now again 
do our duty in this respect.”’ 


The Punjabi Akhbdr, of the 2nd September, comments on 
the injury done to the public service by ‘the Viceroy’s. taking 
up his abode at Simla duting the hot weather. It-is remarked 
that the tremendous rains-at Simla this year will, perhaps, warn 
the supreme Government not to leave its capital i in the hot wea- 
ther for a residence .at Simla, .in fature, without some. scruple, 
seeing that in consequence of the vains, correspondence with 
thatsanitarium was. entirely. stopped for a few days, andeven the 
telegraph was broken, whichis the same as saying thatvall this 
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-time the Governor-Genaral remained perfectly ignorant of the 
state of the country under his nygnagement. ’ This point, i 
is believed, must have had much weight with His Exéelleney. 
The seat of a Government must at all times be so situated ‘as'to | 
enable it safely to carry on‘ all kinds of communication’ with 
the territories subordinate to it, By taking up its quarters 
at a place whence it ig not possible for it: even to. communicate | 
by means of writing with thelargedistriots under its sway with- 
out interruption, the Government, of India may be : supposed 
‘pot to exist at all at the time when such interruption ensues. 
Under these. cirenmstances, it is proper for it either to proyide 
against the dangerous effects of the rains at Simla, or to dig- 
continue going there in future ; for, sup posing, during the days 
when correspondence with Simla was topped, the Governor- 
General’s presence were indispens ably required in C ‘alcutta, 
would he not find himself ata loss what to do. 


In another article, the same papér ‘notices the proposal of 
the Secretary of State, that India should. in future bear the 
whole of the expenses incurred in the suppression of slavery 
in Zanzibar. Hitherto this expense was shared half and half 
between. pare and lg but His Grace thinks it Prope 


may be said to gain n noth hi c by possessing a an. 1 empire in ‘the east. 
The writer fails to see the justice of the reasoning, and asks 
if England really gains nothing from her Indian possessions. 
The new order wil] entail an additional ex pense of. several 
thousand r rupees on India, and it is much to be regretted that it 
should always be encumbered with some such burden or other. 


Referring ‘to: the deena suistained by the Punjab Rail way 
by the recent.rains,:the same paper advises Government to 
aee that in making the repairs, the.company pays every atten- 
tion to the strength. and: solidity of the work in order:fo ensure 
durability. | Fhe: cost of the repairs 1s estimated at ten lekhs, 
witich, nee largé suin, will, it is believed, make the rail- 


aw OR EA SP ET IRI ROS E> FS TIENT Pedi ER tel WR 8 or = te ee ee . « - 
ée~0 “ « 
ee . * - _— Pa Te Oe a Ce _— ‘ " 


. way secure from all future injury. 'It:is. added that the 
editors of some of the English newspapers are of-opinion that 
Governniént should: conduct -the repairs © under its own 
management, and make the railway its own. 


In its column of local news, the same paper Sip stan 
the increasing popularity and usefulness of the Native dis- 
‘pensary. ‘The number of patients i in August was six hundred. 


‘The services of a Hindoo compounder have lately been secur- 


ed, and it is hoped that hénceforth Hindoos' will also have 
recourse to the dispensary, and that consequently the number of 


‘patients will be doubled. . The writer regrets that the Municipa- 
‘lity of thecity should not have been moved to aid the Rispemary 


‘with a suitable monthly grant. 


A correspondent of the Koh-i-N ur, of the same date, reports 
the prevalence of criminal cases—such as murder, cattle-poison- 
ing, thefts, and burglaries, in Peshawur. In consequence of 


the good man agement of the Inspector of Police, criminals are 


generally arrested. 
It is also stated that the Deputy Commissioner has passed 


an order directin g that purwanahs, depositions, &e.., should i in 
future be written on quarter ‘sheet, as was the custom before 


Mr. Cust’s time. The writer disapproves of the order, -and 
prefers Mr. Cust’s proposal for two reasons, viz viz.,—(1), because 
the eighth part of a sheet by resembling ‘the’ size of a book 


looks more pretty; and (2), because it is advantageous to 
‘Government by saving much paper. 


It is added that fever is prevalent in the chiitioament 


The Karndmah, of the 4th September, i in its column of local 
news, states that, in consequence of the frequency of thefts, 


the City: Superintendent of Police has, with the Municipal Com- 


mittee’s permission, issued ‘a prohibition against frequenting 
the city streets at night without light.”: The’ writer thinks 
the order -will scarcely be useful’ in putting a check to theft. 
Thieves will find no difficulty in. carrying ‘a . lantern, and 
especially go, the ns be lantern which has glass only on one 
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side, and. which: can be shown or soncealed at will by placing 
in a pocket or exposing the glass to view. They pursue their | 
career with such: boldness :and intrepedity, that, they can go. 
out on their plundering excursions with a torch in their hands, 
without any fear of being interrupted by policemen. Accord- 
ingly, the prohibition: will scarcely affect them, while it 
will be a source of great trouble and inconvenience to. the 
poor, who must frequently be compelled by necessity to. go 
out of their houses at night, and, on account of. being unable 
to provide themselves with light, will be seized by the police. 


In the -writer’s opinion, uel the persons employed for. 
the protection of the people are good and pious men, and un- 
less the Superintendent enjoins strictly on police employés 
promptness and zeal in the discharge of their-duties, and exer- 
cises personal supervision over them from time to time, and 
takes steps to have severe punishments inflicted on all thieves 
who are proved guilty, thefts are not likely to cease. 


In the next irtiale, the same paper regrets to find that the 


bad and uneven state of the flooring of the Gulee Parcha, re- 


cently brought .to notice (vide p. 475 of the Selections for the 
week ending 19th August last), should have escaped the notice 
of the Municipal Committee and thé authorities, and. again 
suggests the necessity of tovellt ng the road and pavin g it with 


gravel. ; 


fs Dholepore correspondent, of the same paper, in his letter 
dated 6th August, writes of the prevalence of thefts in the 


state, which is said’to.be owing to the Kotwal of the city 


and the manager of the suburbs: being on hostile terms with 
one another. A burglary was lately committed in the house 
of Rai Jagan Pershad, of Agra, and property worth Rs. 150 or 


200 was stolen. -It-is added that the minister of the state does 
‘not: conduct the management with promptitude and energy, 
‘im-consequence, of. which evil designing persons take advan- 
tages, while the interests of the people suffer. tf 


“The Dénaves Gazette, of the sane date, lamenis thé distros, 
prevailing in some of the distriets of the Decom, especially 
Sholapore, in consequence of drought and famine. In that 
district grain is 80 searce that bajra wellsut seven seers a rupee, 
white the number of paupers is daily:increasing. By the exer: 
tions of the authorities, however, & subscription has been rais- 
ed, with which an alns-house has been opened and relief works 
have been set: up, which have given employment to fifteen 
hundted labourers. A portion of the subscription is also spent 

in meeting the expense and loss iaeurred. im importing grain 
from other places, and selling it at a low price to the people. 
The writer regrets that the Mahataja of Gwalior, in his‘recent 
trip to the Deccan, should have offered ‘valuables worth hund- 


reds of thousands of 1 rupees at temples and shrines, and failed 


to do somé thing towards relieving the distress of the famine- 
stricken. population ; and asks his countrymen ‘to raise bane 
scriptions i in 1 aid of the suffering districts, 


- The same paper has been informed that the coachman of 
‘Raja Améer Hasan Khan , b fativous talookdar of Qudh, has 
been convicted of murder in consequerice of ‘the horse of a 
buggy which he drove through the éity having taken fright 
‘and killed an old wothan. The writer doubts the verucity of 
the news, and reiivarks that if ‘true, it is ‘strange that under the 
circumstance rélated, the crime of murder should have been 
proved against the coachman, seeing that in such cases wither 


‘no punishment is inflicted, or at the most a petty fine is_con- 
sidered a sufficient penalty. 


A cotrespondeént-of the Oudh Akhbén, af the Sth ‘Sepieu 
iin writing from ‘Burhampore, states that there has been n0 
tain in that city. GH now; in consequente of which the price of 
gram has risen very high. EH it does nt rain ‘a week mote, db 
is feared, fathime will make its appearance. "To add to the dis- 
tress of thepeople, strict orders have been. enforced bythe autho- 
Fities for the collevtion of :the dihcome ‘and the pandhari taxes, 


Which they find it very painfaltto pay in atime of such difficulty. 
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the Labi Gasene, of the Yet Sep titi, tefers to th 
sie to fedtite two itiasters froth the staff of the Burhar- 
pote: College, ‘and tio: “atilise thé saving® thus effected for the 
raining in: ‘sarveying ‘and erigitieering. - “The editor 
disapproves ‘of the plan; and remarks’ that, while survey’ and 
engineering work ‘will’ profit little by the reduction in con- 
templation, the ‘initéerests of the college will suffer materially 
by it, and that thé ‘detrease of two i in’ _ Hamber of masters 


will injure its icepes. 


_ The same paper notices with. ‘eens the saad of sina 
tion in G oordaspore.. The Deputy Commissioner takes great 
interest in the cause, anda society under the name of Literary oe 
Society has been established in the city, which has twenty 
Native English. scholars for its members. The editor regards 
this as a hopeful sign; and remarks that among the societies 
in the Punjab the Anjuman-i-Lahore has done much in the 
spread of learning in that province, and that its example ought 

to be followed by other societies. 


The Najm-ul-Akhbar, of the same date, in an article sug- 
gests the desirability of nominating Deputy Inspectors of 
schools as Honoraty Magistrates. This plan, by establishingia 
kind of ditect eonnection between them and District Offieers, 
and raising them :in the esteem of the people, will be uséfel in 
giving weight and’ importance to their efforts in the cause of 
education, while it will be an inducement to. them to study 
the law, and thereby remove the blame now so often imputed 
to them as to their ‘being ignorant of legal knowledge.. “Go- 
vernment, has. acknowledged that the support and countenance 
of Collectors is most efficacious in the promotion .and spread 
of education among the people, and there -can ‘be no doubt that 
in distriets: where these officers ‘take an interest in education, 
amarked improvement in it is visible. But, unfortunately, sach 
officers are but: few; and, as a matter of fact, all of them can 
scarcely spare time, from their regular duties to attend te mat- 
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ters which do not directly ‘come within their province. Fo, 
this reason it is chiefly Deputy Inspectors whom Government 
can, at all times, safely look to assure helpers in the spread 
of education in districts; and it is, therefere, most desirable 
that these officials, who are now thought so lightly of by the 
people, should become respectable in their eyes, and command 
esteem. An object which can be best secured by the adop- 
tion of the plan above suggested, in order that their instruc- 
tions be listened to with attention by the people, and their en- 
deavours be crowned with success. The writer draws the 
attention of the Government, North-Western Provinces, to 
his suggestion, and remarks that, though the plan of intrust- 
ing the examination of putwarees to Deputy Inspectors, intro- 
duced by Mr. Thomason, the late Lieutenant-Governor, and 
the founder of the Educational Department, has been one 


meansof connecting Deputy Inspectors with Revenue Officers, 
the measure here proposed will establish a close connection 


between the two, and associate the name of the present Lieu- 
tenant-Governor with education. 


- In the next article the. same paper notices the recent re- 
-vision in the scheme of studies of the Oriental schools in the 
‘Punjab. These schools have-been divided into three classes— 
inferior, middle, and superior—the first two of which will in- 
part instruction in prescribed courses - of: study below the re- 
quirements of the Punjab University College, while the last — 
‘will educate.up to the standard of the entrance examination 
‘of that college. The writer approves of the arrangement, and 
is of opinion that some such system should also be pursued i in 
vernacular schools of North-Western Provinces, chiefly the 
‘hulgqabundee, for improving: the linguistic: attainments of the 
students. Under the existing arrangements, these schools 
‘pay particular attention to the study of mathematics, while 4 
knowledge of languages is treated as a matter. of secondary 
‘importance. With some few. exceptions, the books taught are 

the same which were. introduced at the commencement of the 
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Education Department, and it:is therefore most desirable that 
the curriculum of studies should be revised, and the literary 
requirements of the tehseelee and hulqabundee schools be con- 
siderably enlarged. ‘The higher classes should be subjected 
to aregular examination in the languages, and more attention 
should be paid to writing and composition, The Punjab is 
taking the lead in, these .respects, and is leaving the North- 
Western Provinces behind. Among other directions for exam- 
ination laid down by. the Director of Public Instruction, Pun- 
jab, is one requiring the Inspectors to be very careful in pre- 
paring lists of successful candidates, in order that students 
once examined in a class may find no opportunity to come up 
for examination a second time in the same class. This point 
is one:of . great i importance, and should be abtended to in the 
North-Western Provinces likewise. | 


On the whole, the writer thinks, that two things should ‘a 
attended to in the examination of the vernacular schools in the 
North-Western Provinces, viz. :—(1) That pupils examined ina 
class one year may not come up for examination in the: same 
class a second: year, which is. easily done by causing a list, 
showing the names of examinees, with a detail of the dates of 
their admission into the different classes, to be furnished at the 
time of examination ; and (2), that the higher classes should 
be subjected to ‘a written examination. As to the revision of 
the scheme of studies, , the writer suggests that books for which 
prizes have been awarded under the notification of the Govern- 
ment, North-Western Provinces, should be produced before 
educational’ committées, and after they have made a suitable 
selection out of them, a new curriculum should be laid down 
for the several classes, after completing whi ch, boys of the first 
class ‘may be able to’ take up the entrance examination of. the 
Panj ab‘or Allahabad ‘University College. In conclusion, it 
is added that,’ unless these suggestions are carried out in the 
time ‘ofthe present: Lientenant-Gtovernor, it will be jong before 
the desired: improvements will take ‘place. o BAnNt 
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- The Pili -Akhbér, of the: 2nd: Restoibini states that the 
‘Mahédrajah of Casares sb etait india hen 
in Sreenugger. Orders have been ‘issued for collecting speci 
mens of all workmanship made in his territory. . 


MISCELLANEOUS. © 


The Lawrence Gazette, of the Ist September, notices the 
conferment by the Governor-General of the title of Mahara- 
nee on Ranee Swarnmaes, i in acknowledgment of: the repeated 
‘proofs of liberality given by her, and her able management of 
her estate ; and the fact that she was at first recommended for 
the title of the Star of India, and'that it was because of the 
‘word star being of the masculine gender that the title of Ma- 
haranee has been considered. suitable for her: The editor ‘re- 
marks that all stars are not of the masculine gender. On the 


contrary Venus is feminine, not to mention several other 
planets. 


~s Dae A dh ub Ahhbé, of the game he silane mie opinion 
of Syud Faz] Husain, @ eelebrated astronomer. at Rampore, 
with regard to the fiery comet whose effacts are predicted by 
astromouers to-be fatal to the world (vide p., 323,. para. 2, of 
the Selections for the week ending 24th June last; also extract 
from the Urdé Akhbér, under the heading “ Miscellaneous” 
in the Selectiqns for the week ending 2nd instar t).. The Synd 
assures us that the astronomers haye in vain alarmed mankin 
by the prediction, gnd.Jays down an astronomical table show- 
ing that a fiery shooting-meteor hag left. the ethereal region, 
and will descend to some ocean or mountain springs in October, 
1872, and will have the effect of making the water on ‘which 
it descends lukewarm. In other words, the meteor will. affect 
the inhabitants of. water. rather than. of earth. ‘The Syad.j 13 
prepared to answer all further Inquiries, about, the melons 
‘The. Panjabi. Akhbar, of the .2xid September, notieas ie 
establishment of a New Mohammedan Society at Laliore, which 
has for its object the-spread and:dewelopment.of Muselmsa 
lesraing and science,: ‘abe society has: alse an. contemplation 
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the setting-up of a special school: for- imparting instruction in 

religious lore. Altogether there are now three. bocietiés "in 
the Punjab—viz., the well known Anjuman-i-Panjdb, - -the - 

Anjuman-t-Islamia,—es tablished for the purpose of adopting | 

measures for peopling the royal mosque, and providing a 

maintenance for it, = the new a ie just 
noticed. 


The Koh-i-Niur, of iin’ same date, ineibe highly of the in- 
terest taken by Musalman gentlemen in promoting the prospects | 
of the Anjuman-i-Islamia, the second of the societies above 
named. A meeting of the society was held on 31st August 
last, at which the Nawab of Bhawulpore came forward with a 
subscription of Rs. 250 in aid of the society, besides a monthly 
grant of Rs. 30; while another gentleman subscribed Rs. 100 ; 
anda third offered 3 good patch of land for a petty price, 
in order that a house might be built on it, the income being 
utilised for giving aid to. the maintenance of the royal mosque. 
The writer praises the Musalman gentlemen { for their zeal in 
such a good cause, and hopes their rer wil be followed 
by their fellow-religionsts. 


The Panjabi Akhbdr, of the same date, has been informed 
that the Rajas and other gentlemen of Madras are raising a 
subscription for making a statue of Lord Napier, their Gover- 
nor, in order to perpetuate his memory in India. One of the 


Rajas has contributed a liberal sum of Rs. 50,000. 


The Benares Gazette, of the 4th September, notices the arri- 
valof Maheedhur Upadhyaya, Soobahof the Maharaja of Nepal, . 
at Benares, to make terms with the Maharaja of Bitya about 
the loan which the latter intends to take from the Government 
of Nepal. The Maharaja stands in need of fifty-five lakhs of 
rupees, and the Government is likely to lend the amount ata 
small interest, 
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- The ee. Ves weular —, have bei examined : a 
this nan — " ) 
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